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Foreign correspondents are said to lead a cheery 
life, interviewing forcign . ministers, monitoring 
small wars, occasionally essaying a journey to Kat- 
mandu or Kyrenia, But it is not always all that 
cheery because there is no telling how the re- 
portage will be received by the, ah, host country. 
And sinee there is no other way to do it, really, 
other than to tell as much as you can tell of the 
story and take your chances, the repercussions can 
come swiftly and unpredictably, It doesn’t even 
matter whether the regimes in question are nomi-° 
nally” friendly or openly hostile; the test in most 

cases is whether they are totalitarian or relatively 
free, 

‘fake, for example, our latest experience in this 
connection; the abrupt, not to say, rude ouster of 
The Wasiinglon 29st’s Moscow correspondent, Ana- 
tole Shub, on charges of having “slanderd ” the 
Soviet state. Mr. Shyb had not filed a story in two 
weeks and he was to end his Moscow assignment 
in two months, Yet\he was called in and ordered’ 
to leave the Soviet Union within 48 hours, The 
- Moscow authorities did‘ not specify which: stories 
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of Mr. an 8 ae SO Ou Neer or 
frightened them, as the case may have been, 30 we 
can only guess that it was a whole series of articles, 
having.to do with political struggle jn the Kremlin 
and the ascendant influence of the Red Array and 


‘the backlash felt by Soviet dissenters, At any rate, - 


the Moscow authorities regularly harass the ior 
eign press corps and occasionally kick one of tacir 
nuraber out, just by way of keeping them all aware 
of what can happen to those who iry to do an hon- 
est job. 

An inability to countenance journalisiic scrutiny 
is, of course, a farniliar sign of immaturity, one 
socn in Moscow before but no less depressing on 
that account, The ouster of Mr. Shub can only c call 
further attention to the insecurity in the Kréralin 
hierarchy of which he had writicn. In fact, his cov 
crage in Moscow was no different in kind or in 
tensity than the coverage routinely given by nee 
ican correspondents to their owa Government in 
Washington. It is more discouraging than irritating, 
to us, that the Russians still cannot abide a dedi- 
cated journalist doing an honest job. 


coo ATUL Ban, ghois 7 = 


This hasn't been one cf our better weeks, foreign, _ 


‘Correspondentwise as they say, and not a great 
week for tolerance of the press, Talking about the 
Russians and their approach to this matter brings 
us back again to Thailand, whose government re ° 
_f fused permission for our han in Hong Kong, Mr. 
Stanley Karnow, to enter/ Bangkok the other day 
for reason of his “vicious articles” against the 
regime. Thailand is quite’a different case from Rus- 
sia, of course; it is allied with us and heavily sup- 
ported by American men, arms and money—mosily 
money—in exchange for the quite considerable 
Thai concession o¢ having allowed us over the 
years to conduct a large part of the air war against 
; North Vietnam from bases on Thai territory. 
_ This is not an easy relationship, nor a very ° 
‘healthy one; it creates its own kind of tensions, 
internally and as between our two countries. And 
wit has induced, on the part of the Thai government, 
.a brand of nastiness quite on a par with that 
which can develop between avowed antagonists. 
We have in mind a letter which has come to our 
altention from Mr, Chawan Chawanidchaya, Thai- 
land’s ambassador to Malaysia, to the Sunday Mail 
_of Kuala Lumpur, which puts a very dark and ugly” 
,cast on the Thai government's action against Mr. 
Karnow. The letter was sent to the Sunday Mail 
‘after that newspaper\published one of Mr. Kar- 
now’s dispatches on the Situation in: Thailand and 
‘it_reads, in partis. |: teers 


ote cab. wees 


. them, But after he left the country he would stri 


ini grates Karnow,-of Russigd extraction she 
a Zionist activist, is no friend of Thailand perhaps 
been writ- 


not even of Asia. For many years, he hes 


-ing @isparaging remarks about Thailand and the 


+ 


Yhai people, some of whom demanded that he - 
should be declared unwelcorned (sic) visitor. Then 
he implored our authorities to allow him entry into 

Thailand. He did come and did meet some of our 


. officials and held quite a different language with | ; 


on 


xe 
again like a poisonous snake... - 

“Tf should also be known that Mr. Stanley Kar-: 
now is not averse to performing under many 9a- 
trons cither Communist or non-Communist ...” 

A. fellow can wait years before recciving a tosil- 
monial like that. “|... of Russian extraction and 2, 
Zionist activist... strike again Jike a poisonous: 
snake ... not averse to performing under ? fied 
patrons...” It is the most staggering collection 
of non-sequiturs this side of Hanoi radio, whic 
specializes in running dogs, imperialist Jaci re 
evil intentions, and the like. It is well to bring 
these documents to light If only for the sake of 
encouraging the Bangkok regime to tell us pres 
cisely what it has in mind with regard to Mr. Naz. ae 
now, Surely there is an innocent enough explana- 
tion, Or, alternatively, the Bangkok regime is every 
bit as thick-headed, eee and ee ae a 
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Approved For Release 2004/09/28 : CIA-RDP88-01314R000300380126-3 


\ 


